LETTERS TO ASSEMBLYMEMBERS ARE NEEDED BEFORE AUGUST 15th!

Sample Letter of Support for SB 840

The California Heath Insurance Reliability Act (CHIRA)

· Please HANDWRITE your letter! Your legislators are much more likely to respond if they see you took the time to write out the letter. 

· Use the sample below. No need to include every point – even better to add your own personal story and flavor. 

· Please send letters of support for SB840 by fax or mail to your State Assemblymember.  Find your legislators online at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/yourleg.html
· Thank those who are already co-authors, they need your support! Please ask those who are not yet co-authors to sign on to support SB840.

(For a complete list of co-authors, visit:   uulmca.org/documents/840_co_authors.pdf )
· Please cc Senator Kuehl’s Capitol office and the UU Legislative Ministry Action Network

Senator Kuehl, 

State Capitol, Room 5108

Sacramento, CA 95814 

fax (916) 324-4823

UULM Action Network 

717 K St. #514, 

Sacramento, CA 95814

admin@uulmca.org 

FAX - 916 441-0015

SAMPLE LETTER

(DATE)

The Honorable ___________

State Capitol, Room _____

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support for SB 840 (Kuehl)

Dear Assemblymember (________________:

I am a (resident/voter) in your district writing and a member of the (name of your UU Congregation). I am writing to express my support for SB 840, the California Health Insurance Reliability Act, and to encourage you to become a co-author of this important legislation.  (or thank them already if they have become a co-author)

(say something here about your personal experience, or share a personal story) 

Over 6.6 million Californians lack insurance and are unable to get the care they need. Those who are insured are shouldering an increasing share of the risk.  75% of those facing bankruptcy were insured at the time they became ill or injured. This is a moral and fiscal crisis. We can do better.  

Even Californians who can afford to buy insurance can be denied coverage due to “pre-existing conditions”.  No one chooses his or her genetic inheritance; nor do we choose to suffer an accident or illness. Health care is not the same as a commodity in which a consumer has the full range of choice.  

Joining together in a single insurance pool is the most equitable, compassionate, and fiscally responsible manner in which to share the risk and burden of misfortune, promote preventative care, and provide health insurance for all.

By cutting administrative waste, and pooling our purchasing power, SB840 will save billions. It will also allow workers to change jobs without fear of losing coverage, help California businesses compete, and give consumers real choice in selecting their health care provider.  

Our faith communities do our best to feed the hungry and comfort the sick. However, charity is not enough. We must address the structural problems that result in so much suffering. 

The California State Senate has passed SB840; the Assembly now faces an historic opportunity to do the same. Please help California to take the next step by becoming a co-sponsor of SB840 as it moves to the Assembly floor. Thank you very much for your work on behalf of California. 

Sincerely,

(Your name and address)

