Letter Writing Campaign
Why a letter campaign?
· This is a great resource in districts where the legislators already support SB840. Public awareness is key. Educating members of the community about the benefits of universal healthcare will increase local support and activism for SB840 and increase publicity and attendance of your own events. 

· Tabling can also serve as a way to collect signatures or make calls to legislatures regarding the bill. However, calls should only be made as a last minute effort when a vote or decision is near. Overuse of this method will lead to a loss of effectiveness!
· Letter writing and postcards campaigns are a direct means of letting elected officials know about public support and what their constituents would like them to do. Like phone calls and fazes, they are counted and use by politicians to make decisions and justify actions. Educating members of the community about the benefits of universal healthcare will increase local support and activism for SB 840 and help to increase publicity and attendance of your own events.

· This is an excellent tool to go after legislators that are not co-authors of the bill. If your district legislators already support SB840, you may want to target your letters to mayors, city council members, county board of supervisor members, etc….

Materials Needed:


-Individual support letter template


-Blank white computer paper


-Clipboards and pens


-Folding table or ironing board


-Tablecloth


-Mailing list sign-up sheet


-Sign or banner

-List of local Senators and Assembly members and boundaries of their        districts


-Information on SB 840 (www.uulmca.org/action_network/)
Set a goal of how many letters you want and plan on reaching out to at least 50-100 times that many people. Set a timeline to help determine how long you have and how many times you will campaign for letters.
STEPS and STRATEGY
1. Assemble a group of enthusiastic, knowledgeable volunteers to run each site. Two to three people for each location should be enough.

2. Be engaging and friendly. Don’t just stand behind the table and wait for people to take interest. Make lots of eye contact. Be assertive in stopping people to talk about the bill and letter writing campaign, but always be polite. Open with, “Hi! Would you like to help fix the healthcare crisis in California? We have a statewide grassroots campaign to put pressure on our state legislators to co-sponsor a bill that would provide health insurance to every Californian.”
3. Take the opportunity to educate people on SB840. Connect the benefits of health care reform to local issues – for example, the crisis of uninsured in the region, hospital overcrowding, a fiscal crisis for health benefits, the effect on businesses overburdened by healthcare costs, etc…

Linking SB840 to local issues is critical to drawing an audience and building local support!

4. Ask them to handwrite a brief letter, sign a petition or make calls to their state legislator requesting they support SB 840. Personalized, handwritten letters are much more effective than printed form letters. Use the Individual Support Letter template at the back of section 3. This template allows writers to choose what parts of the issue matter most to them.

5. Make sure they sign and print their legal name and write their full mailing address. Collect the letters to mail or hand deliver to the district offices. If you want, you can have people leave the date blank. This way, you can fill in the dates and mail/deliver only a portion of the letters each week. 

