CLEAN MONEY INITIATIVE QUALIFIES FOR NOVEMBER BALLOT!

Tuesday, 27 June, 2006

The California Secretary of State announced Monday that the California Clean Money and Fair Elections Act has qualified for the November ballot! The initiative qualified after 620,000 Californians signed on to a petition drive sponsored by the California Nurses Association.

The Clean Money portion of the initiative is based on language developed by the California Clean Money Campaign for AB 583 to provide an effective and affordable voluntary public funding system for statewide and legislative election campaigns. It also has language lowering contribution limits and banning contributions by lobbyists and state contractors.

The California Clean Money Campaign has joined Public Campaign and the Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights in officially endorsing the initiative. We will soon be providing you with further information about the details of the initiative and how to get involved in the campaign to pass it.

You have all done a superb job of bringing us to where we are right now. There is no question that the initiative would not have qualified in the short time it did without the outstanding job that Clean Money supporters have done in educating Californians about the benefits of a Clean Money system.

The Fate of AB 583 and It’s Importance
AB 583, the Clean Money bill, had a stunning and unexpected success earlier this year when it passed through the Assembly after a huge outcry from Californians calling for a change in the way we finance election campaigns. But as you know, AB 583 was mired in the Senate Elections Committee, despite the strong support of co-author and Senate Elections Committee Chair Debra Bowen. In light of the qualification of the Clean Money initiative for the November ballot, we have agreed with AB 583 author Assemblymember Loni Hancock that AB 583 should not move forward.

After announcing that AB 583 would be dropped, Assemblymember Hancock took the opportunity to thank everybody who worked so hard in support of AB 583: "The legislation would never have gotten as far as it did without the tremendous efforts of the coalition members and supporters. I am greatly appreciative of all your hard work, and I encourage you all to join me in now fully supporting the initiative on the ballot."
We at the California Clean Money Campaign would also like to publicly thank Assemblymember Hancock for her tireless work and support of Clean Money. We certainly would not be where we are today without her vision and courage.

The fact that the bill had an impressive 33 co- authors and the strong leadership of Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez also bodes well for the initiative. Momentum for Clean Money in California is also demonstrated by the nearly 150 statewide, national, and local organizations that have endorsed Clean Money because they know that California's many problems will not be solved until the influence of lobbyists and big money in politics is lessened and new candidates with good ideas are able to compete on a level playing field.

Finally, let there be no doubt that your phenomenal grassroots energy has helped propel Clean Money forward and laid the groundwork for the qualification and success of the Clean Money initiative.

Get ready for a busy but exciting time. Let's seize this opportunity to truly make 2006 the year for Clean Money in California!
- Susan, Jo, Trent, Eric, Moira, Felipe, Aaron, and the rest of the California Clean Money Campaign

