Unitarian Universalist Washington Office seeks Legislative Assistant for International Issues (with a focus on HIV/AIDS)

Application also available at http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/article.php?id=87.

This position is part of the UUA Social Justice Internship Program, which combines service, learning, and faith development in order to equip young adults with the professional skills and strength of character to be lifelong leaders in Unitarian Universalism and working for social justice.

Legislative Assistants invest their time and energy in three main areas: Advocacy, Theological Reflection, and Community Service. The term is one year with potential for a one-year extension.

Advocacy, Education, and Mobilization

On issues in their portfolio, each Legislative Assistant is responsible for advocacy (analysis and lobbying on federal public policies, together with religious and secular partners); educating congregations about those policies; and mobilizing interested congregations and individuals to take action.

Half of the International Issues portfolio will focus on US policy (looking at both new legislation and implementation of existing policy) related to international HIV/AIDS, with a particular emphasis on sex education, sex trafficking, and women's rights. The rest of the time will be divided between projects connecting the work of the UU Holdeen India Program to congregations in the United States, and to international crisis issues, such as the war in Iraq and genocide in Darfur.

Theological Reflection

With support from a local UU minister, Legislative Assistants meet regularly to step back from the daily grind and consider the bigger questions of faith, politics, and personal growth.  Through worship, discussion, and one-on-one meetings, we put our work in perspective and support each other so as to avoid "social justice burnout." Community Service. Legislative Assistants volunteer approximately five hours a week to engage directly with the communities and individuals who are affected by the legislation in focus.

Term and Pay

This position would begin as soon as possible after April 1, 2006, and run through approximately July 2007.  If you are not available until May or June, please note that on your application. The yearly salary will be at least $28,000 with benefits (including health insurance). Housing is not provided. Reimbursement is available for some moving expenses.

Qualifications

Applicants must be US citizens, Unitarian Universalists, and 18 years old by the start of the internship. Priority will be given to young adults, students and seminarians. Successful applicants will have good writing skills; passion for both advocacy and theological reflection; the ability to work independently; some experience with a UU congregation or organization; some experience with justice organizing or lobbying. In particular we are looking for candidates with academic, work, or volunteer experience related to the issues in the portfolio: international HIV/AIDS, with a particular emphasis on sex education, sex trafficking, and women's rights. Experience with India/Southeast Asia and international peace issues is a plus, but not required.

Deadline

The application deadline is Noon on Tuesday, February 28, 2006. Sending materials by email is great; but they must be formatted (i.e., in Word or PDF, not pasted in). If mailing, we recommend using priority mail or another express-type service. We will confirm that we have received your application, so if you don't hear from us please follow up.

Application Process

All materials should be type-written or word-processed. Applicants are required to submit the following:

+  Cover Letter (1-2 pages explaining your interest and qualifications.

Be sure to tell us when you could start).

+  Resume (1-2 page summary of your education, job experience, justice 

+ work, and UU connections);  Writing sample (1-2 pages from an article,

+ paper, etc. that shows you can write well)  Two references, preferably

one from a Unitarian Universalist source (letters not needed--just contact info).

Please follow the limits on length! Not doing so may hurt your application.

Applications should be sent to:

Jeannette Jackson

UUA Washington Office

1320 18th Street NW, Suite 300B

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 296-4672 x10

(202) 296-4673 fax

email: jjackson@uua.org

web: http://www.uua.org/uuawo
Help your application by learning more about the program and the work of our office! The best way to keep up with new developments, deadlines and the work of our office is to join our email alert list at http://lists.uua.org/mailman/listinfo/advocacy-news. The best way to learn about the internship experience is to read the on-line journals kept by the current interns. You'll find them on the Internships section of our website at http://www.uua.org/uuawo.

